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Rupmati's Ultimate Sacrifice

At eighteen, Akbar had blossomed into a handsome youth full of
verve and a zest for dangerous living. His strength was Herculean,
While on his way to Delhi from Lahore,* he broke away from the-
main force near Hisar-Firoza to hunt, The thick forests abounded
with what Abul Fazl calls "the kings and queens of the jungle,"
and Akbar wanted to meet them on their own ground. In later
years, he confessed to having been "overpowered by a feeling that
a king has no right to rule unless he can prove himself superior in
physical strength and intellect to all sentient beings." Akbar had
heard about the ferocity of the man-eating cheetah, and was keen:
to test his strength against this wily beast. He disdained the use
of the usual traps and subterfuges to catch or kill it, and entered
the vast, sprawling forests equipped only with the weapons of
hand-to-hand combat. In vain did the professional shikaris try to
dissuade him from this neglect of caution. Akbar was determined ta
expose himself to the maximum danger in order to measure his
strength and, "to gauge the depth of God's love and solicitude
for him." A small contingent of armed men followed the Empe-
ror *s party*
The eleven-day trek through the jungle turned out to be a saga
of courage and adventure in which Akbar stood out for utter dis~
regard of the dangers that lurked all around. Several cheetahs fell
* Akbar left Lahore in October 1560, reached Delhi on 24 November,
then proceeded to Agra by water, reaching there on 31 December.